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powers, and State governments with State powers for purposes local to the States, is a polity, the foundations of which were laid in the profoundest wisdom. This is the Union our fathers made, and winch has been so respected abroad and so beneficent at home. Tried by blood and lire, it stands to-day a model form of free popular government; a political system which, rightly administered, has been, and will continue to IKS, the admiration of the world. May we not say, nearly in the words of Washington: "Tho unity of government, which constitutes us one people, in justly dear to us ; it is the main pillar in the edifice of our real independence, the support of our peace, nafety, and prosperity, and of that liberty wo BO highly pri/.e, and intend at every hazard to preserve " ?
But no form of government, however careflilly devised, no principles, however sound, will protect the rights of the people unless the adminiatration is faithful and efficient. It in a vital principle in our system that * neither fraud nor force* rnunt be allowed to nubvert the rights of the people. When fraud, violence, or incompetence controls, the noblest conHtitutumH and wiHent laws are uHelutm. The bayonet is not a fit luBtrumtwt for collecting the votes of freemen. It is only by a Ml vote, free ballot* and fair count, that the people can rule in fact, ae required by the theory of our government. Take this foundation away and the whole structure falls, I
Public office is a trust, not a bounty bestowed upon the holder. No incompetent or dinhonest persons should ever be entrusted with it, or, if appointed, they should bo promptly ejected. The bants of a tmtmtantial, practical civil-service reform must first l>o cistablishcMl by the people in filling the elective offices. If they HE H high standard of qualifications for office* and sternly reject the corrupt and incompetent, the will to              in governing the action of the servants
whom                   with the appointing power. * (^ntury.   We wlU winted as soon as the reports were received.stice.    This is the position in whiclx you would place me.ut I'm going ^                    to be ready.'nor** of
